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Bhopal: At least seven per-
sons, including five of a 
family, died when a three-
storey residential building
went up in flames in Gwalior.
There are three children
among the dead.

The ground floor housed a
paint shop, which turned the
fire into an inferno. Around 25
people lived in the upper two
floors of the building. 

Around 9am, the fire bri-
gade got an SOS and 10 fire ten-
ders were rushed. The blaze
was so strong that by the time
they arrived, five persons
were dead. The fire spread so
rapidly that there was no
chance for them to escape.

District collector Kaush-
lendra Vikram Singh and SP
Navneet Bhasin rushed to the
spot and supervised rescue
and firefighting. 

Three victims are in hospi-
tal in critical condition – Gau-
ravi, 7, Saket, 36, and Hari Om,
50. The cause of fire has not
been ascertained yet.

3 kids among
7 killed in

Gwalior fire 
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: In the first major
clash between migrant labour-
ers and Ahmedabad police, aro-
und 500 aggrieved workers from
West Bengal and Jharkhand,
staying inside the new campus
of the Indian Institute of Man-
agement- Ahmedabad, hit the

streets pelting stones and alleg-
edly attacking cops with sticks
and pipes over “persistent de-
lay” in putting them on trains to
travel backhome.

Police lobbed teargas shells
and resorted to lathi-charge. Se-
nior officials said they will at-
tempt to send the migrants
backt the earliest. 

Migrant workers attack cops
with sticks & pipes at IIM-A
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Nainital: The Uttarakhand
high court on Monday held
that both the state and the cen-
tral governments are obligated
to bring back migrants to Utta-
rakhand because their funda-
mental rights under Article 21
of the Constitution may be vio-
lated if they are left stranded.

The division bench of
Chief Justice Ramesh Rang-
anathan and Justice Alok Ku-
mar Verma held that the obli-
gations of the state and Centre
to bring back the labourers can
be traced to Article 21 since it
relates to their life and liveli-
hood. “As the fundamental
rights of these persons, under
Article 21 of the Constitution

of India, may possibly be vio-
lated if they are not brought
back to the state immediately,
and provided the much-needed
food and shelter, both the cen-
tral and state governments are
obligated to forthwith bring
back these persons to
Uttarakhand,” the bench said
in itsorder.

Speaking to TOI, SK Man-
dal, the counsel appearing 
for petitioner Preetam Singh,
said the HC’s decision is a 
landmark. “I don’t think any
HC in India, till now, has
lin0ked the migrant crisis in
the country to the fundamen-
tal rights. Therefore, the deci-
sion by the HC is a guarantee
that they will surely be
brought back and the govern-
ment can’t use any excuse
against it,” Mandalsaid.

Full report on www.toi.in

HC: Leaving migrants
stranded violates rights

India’s most influential Is-
lamic seminary, Darul
Uloom Deoband, on Mon-

day issued a fatwa asking all
Muslims to offer prayers and
celebrate Eid at home this
year in keeping with the ex-
tended national lockdown.
Delhi-based author and histo-
rian Rana Safvi sees this Eid
as a “humanitarian event”
rather than a festival. 

Qari Fazlur Rahman, who
leads Eid prayers on Kolkata’s
Red Road every year, believes
adapting to a new normal
doesn’t mean the sanctity of
the festival will be lost.

Heading into the last week
of Ramzan amid the Covid-19
pandemic, India’s 172 million
Muslim population is prepar-
ing for – and reconciling itself
to – a most unusual Eid bereft
of all the usual trappings such
as huge prayer congregations,
ceaseless shopping, social vis-
its and the inviting warmth of

an Eid Milan embrace.
On social media groups,

messages like “no new
clothes, just wear your best
clothes” are being circulated ,
urging people to fill the festive
void with the spirit of giving.
The suggestions range from
paying a needy child’s school
fee or someone’s rent to help-
ing a lockdown-hit trader re-
vive his business.

In homemaker Suboohi
Alvi’s Lucknow home, the

special Eid sewaiyan won’t be
just for friends and family.
“We will make sewaiyan for
distribution among those who
have gone through much dis-
tress in the past two months
and can’t afford a decent Eid
feast,” she said.

Like many households,
Mumbai-based Muzaffar Ka-
limullah’s family has decided
not to do any Eid shopping. “I
am using the money to help a
few relatives affected badly by
the lockdown. We have decid-
ed to wear old clothes this
Eid,” said Kalimullah, an ex-
ecutive with a private firm. 

In Srinagar, Muzaffar
Shah has but one request – the
administration should allow
mutton shops to open ahead of
Eid. “If not anything, a good
Eid feast will make up for all
that we will miss out on this
time,” he said.

(With inputs from Lucknow,
Delhi, Meerut, Hyderabad,

Srinagar, Kolkata & Kochi)
Full report on www.toi.in

Amid fatwa, Muslims
embrace unusual Eid
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MASKED AFFAIR: A worker
bakes pastries at a bakery in
Srinagar ahead of Eid 
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